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Inaugural Editorial

Newly born, | come with joy to the strand of this colorful world,
looking afar at the future, the new life of Chinese culture. | chase
the echoing tides, excited and | cheered, “World, here | come!”

| know that | am a tender silhouette in the academia of
humanities, like a newborn crying loudly ... Yet | am fearless-as |
came from a matrix of the oldest culture, omnipresent in human
life ...

| know that | am a young silhouette in contemporary research,
like a toddler walking unsteadily ... Yet | am fearless—as | stand
on a civilization of thousands of years, substantial and lively, to
“lend me strength, like a gust, whirl us up high into the skies”...

| know that | am a thin silhouette in the construction of
contemporary culture, like a fledgling young goose that cannot
fly high ... Yet | am fearless —because my future will be like “the
swan flying high, a thousand feet in one swoop; when it is full-
fledged, it can soar around the world”. (Han-Bang Liu Song of
Swan) ...

| know that | am a silent speech in human language, which
“can only be sensed, not be explained” ... Yet | am fearless —
because it is my uniqueness, my beauty, the reason why | am
irreplaceable, and the charm that attracts me to overcome the
impediments and climb to the summit ...

| know that | am a rich silhouette in human culture; | am an
encyclopedia of life ... Therefore, | am proud—because | reach
the culture and history of human being through my body, and
touch on the flesh and soul of human being ...

| know that | am an embodiment of the body and mind in human
culture. | understand that “one who has heard about something
but not seen it, even though he is broadly learned, will surely fall
into error. He, who has seen it but does not know it, although
he has committed it to memory, will certainly be led astray.
He, who knows it but has not put it into practice, although he
is well grounded in it, will certainly be reduced to beleaguered
straits.”(Xunzi-The Achievements of the Ru) — hence, | will work
hard! | will “learn extensively, but never allow my researches to
come to an end; | do what | do with all my might, but am never
weary” (Book of Rites - Conduct of the Scholar) ...

| am Journal of Contemporary Research in Dance —I'm coming!
To examine the dance from a contemporary point of view, to

perceive the world through the body of dance ...

— Editor-in-Chief of Journal of Contemporary Research in Dance
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Editor’s Note

The dance journal is a component of the media in society,
which is a complex and changing organism. Clear
responsibility and academic spirit are the premises and
spiritual support for the publication and development of
dance journals, and also for all the other journals. There are
very few yet precious officially published academic dance
journals in contemporary China. During its heyday from 1980s
to 1990s, there were four dance journals, Dance, Journal of
Beijing Dance Academy, Journal of Dance Essays, and Dance
Art (series). Today, only Dance and Journal of Bejjing Dance
Academy are still in publication.These two journals, among
tens of internal journals, notably Dance Study, published

by the Chinese Dancers Association branches in different
provinces, municipalities and autonomous regions, have
made great contributions to the dissemination of Chinese
national dance culture, the construction of Chinese dance
discipline and the cultural exchange of Chinese and foreign
dance for many years.

The discussions on the responsibility and academic spirit

of the dance journals are based on the reality of this age

of information that media is performing increasingly more
functions, and playing a role of growing importance in
human'’s life and development. Also, affected by the tides of
commercial economy and excessive desire, a few people in
academia forgot their roles and social responsibility, and lost
the academic ethnics and spirit. Inevitably, dance journals
were therefore loaded with intellectual trash, false history,
and even lie on history, producing mediocre culture and
corroding people’s mind... So, the young, rare and precious
dance journals and the dance academia must reflect on the
following issues: how to fight the erosion and obtain strong
resistance and immunity? Upon the inception of Journal

of Contemporary Research in Dance, to learn advanced
experiences of journal management, to avoid negative
influences from unsound academic styles, and to reflect

the current status and development of the dance journals
and academic construction, our journal invited present and
previous editor-in-chiefs from Dance, Journal of Beijjing Dance
Academy and Journal of Contemporary Research in Dance,
the only three professional dance journals that are currently
in official publication, to join the symposium and discuss
the issue of “the responsibility and academic spirit of dance
journals”.
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